
 

Phrasals (2018) 
Complete the following sentences by replacing the verbs in bold print with a phrasal verb from the box in the 
appropriate form (do not change the tense). Not all the phrasal verbs in the box are used. (10) 
 

 

call off - come into - come round - fall for - give in - go off - lay off - look after - 
 

 look into - look up - pass away - pass on - pick on - put off - put up with - show off - 
 

 take after - take down - turn up - wear off  
 

 

1. Stop boasting / ___________________________________________________ and do your job!  

2. I had been on a diet for two months but yesterday I just could not resist any longer / 

___________________________________________________ and had a cream cake.  

3. The numbness in his shoulder was starting to gradually disappear / ___________________________________________________. 

4. She really looks like / ___________________________________________________ her mother; the resemblance is incredible! 

5. Since the company was on the verge of bankruptcy, 500 workers had to be fired / ________________________________________. 

6. I’m afraid we’ll have to postpone / ___________________________________________________ the meeting as our CEO’s flight has 

been cancelled / ___________________________________________________.  

7. He was surprised to learn that he inherited / ___________________________________________________ a lot of money after his 

grandmother died / ___________________________________________________ in her sleep right before Christmas.  

8. Gas officials are investigating / ___________________________________________________ the cause of the explosion. 

 
 
 
 
Phrasals (2017) 
Complete the following sentences by replacing the verbs in bold print with a phrasal verb from the box in the 
appropriate form (do not change the tense). Not all the phrasal verbs in the box are used. (10) 
 
 

make off - stand up for - be off - put off - turn down - do away with -  

turn off - let down - be into - take in - put up with - get off - make up for - lay off -  

keep up with - take aback - brush up - put down - take on - take to 

 
9. I took a class to quickly improve / _________________________________________________ my English before my trip to Canada.  

10. It must have been a great relieve for all coloured people when apartheid was finally abolished / 

_________________________________________________ in 1994.  

11. During the Great Depression companies had to fire / _________________________________________________ thousands of workers.  

12. President Trump will have to keep his promises in order not to disappoint / 

_________________________________________________ his voters.  

13. When Justin Bieber’s concert was cancelled, the father took his children to the cinema to compensate / 

_________________________________________________ it.  

14. He’s the kind of manager who will always defend / _________________________________________________ his staff. 

15. The council has had to employ / _________________________________________________ twenty extra employees to handle their 

increased workload. 

16. They offered her the job but she rejected it / _________________________________________________. 

17. The concert’s been postponed / _________________________________________________ until next month because the singer’s got a 

throat infection. 

18. I can’t tolerate / _________________________________________________ my neighbour’s noise any longer; it’s driving me mad! 

 
 



 

Phrasals (2016) 
Complete the following sentences by replacing the verbs in bold print with a phrasal verb from the box in the 
appropriate form (do not change the tense). Not all the phrasal verbs in the box are used. (10) 
 
 

to turn down, to wear out, to track down, to write off, to appeal to, to be fed up with, 

to pass away, to pay off, to play down, to see off, to rule out, to show off, to show 

around, to talk into, to bear with, to be through, to carry out, to come about, to 

dispose of, to dwell on, to get over, to figure out, to live up to 

 
19. He had put so much energy into the project but in the end it wasn’t successful 

/___________________________________________. 

20. I know I’ve been talking for a long time. But please, be patient /_____________________________________________ with me for 

five more minutes! 

21. Look at all that garbage! We need to get rid of /_____________________________________________ it. 

22. You look very pensive! What are you thinking about /_____________________________________________? 

23. I messed up and now I’m sure he considers me a failure /_____________________________________________! 

24. During the meeting she was very nervous but she tried not to show it too much 

/________________________________________. 

25. They still couldn’t understand /_____________________________________________ how the prisoners had been able to escape! 

26. We have looked at most of the evidence and at this point we can exclude /_____________________________________________ 

murder. 

27. You have to wear this shirt until it isn’t good anymore /_____________________________________________. 

28. After he had studied all the documents he decided to reject /_____________________________________________ the offer. 

 
 
 
 
 
Phrasals (2015) 
Complete the following sentences by replacing the underlined verbs with a phrasal verb from the box in the 
appropriate form (do not change the tense). Not all the phrasal verbs in the box are to be used. 
 

break out – break down – be fed up with – bring about – bring up – call off – carry on – carry out –  
do away with – fall out with – fall over – keep up with – lay off – make up for – run out of –  

set off – set up – to take on – to turn down 

 
1. I sent her a present to try to compensate /_____________________________________________ my appalling behaviour. 

2. My request for a pay rise was rejected /_____________________________________________ 

3. John left the company after starting an argument with /_____________________________________________ his partner. 

4. Doctors are completing /_____________________________________________ tests to find out what’s wrong with her. 

5. They dismissed /_____________________________________________ twenty staff because tourist numbers were down. 

6. It’s hard to stay up to date /_____________________________________________ the latest improvements in technology. 

7. My car has stopped working /_____________________________________________ so I came by taxi. 

8. The crisis has caused /_____________________________________________ a change in people’s spending habits. 

9. Computerization has enabled us to get rid of /_____________________________________________ a lot of paperwork. 

10. He started his journey /_____________________________________________ from Paris last Sunday. 

 

 

 



 

Phrasals (2018) 
Complete the following sentences by replacing the verbs in bold print with a phrasal verb from the box in the 
appropriate form (do not change the tense). Not all the phrasal verbs in the box are used. (10) 
 

 

call off - come into - come round - fall for - give in - go off - lay off - look after - 
 

 look into - look up - pass away - pass on - pick on - put off - put up with - show off - 
 

 take after - take down - turn up - wear off  
 

 
1. Stop boasting / showing off and do your job!  

2. I had been on a diet for two months but yesterday I just could not resist any longer / gave in and had a 

cream cake.  

3. The numbness in his shoulder was starting to gradually disappear / wear off 

4. She really looks like / takes after her mother; the resemblance is incredible! 

5. Since the company was on the verge of bankruptcy, 500 workers had to be fired / laid off. 

6. I’m afraid we’ll have to postpone / put off the meeting as our CEO’s flight has been cancelled / called off  

7. He was surprised to learn that he inherited / came into a lot of money after his grandmother died / passed 

away in her sleep right before Christmas.  

8. Gas officials are investigating / looking into the cause of the explosion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phrasals (2017) 
Complete the following sentences by replacing the verbs in bold print with a phrasal verb from the box in the 
appropriate form (do not change the tense). Not all the phrasal verbs in the box are used. (10) 
 
 

make off - stand up for - be off - put off - turn down - do away with -  

turn off - let down - be into - take in - put up with - get off - make up for - lay off -  

keep up with - take aback - brush up - put down - take on - take to 

 
1. I took a class to quickly improve / brush up my English before my trip to Canada.  

2. It must have been a great relieve for all coloured people when apartheid was finally abolished / was 

(finally) done away with in 1994.  

3. During the Great Depression companies had to fire / lay off thousands of workers.  

4. President Trump will have to keep his promises in order not to disappoint / let down his voters.  

5. When Justin Bieber’s concert was cancelled, the father took his children to the cinema to compensate / 

make up for it.  

6. He’s the kind of manager who will always defend / stand up for his staff. 

7. The council has had to employ / take on twenty extra employees to handle their increased workload. 

8. They offered her the job but she rejected it / turned it down. 

9. The concert’s been postponed / put off until next month because the singer’s got a throat infection. 

10. I can’t tolerate / put up with my neighbour’s noise any longer; it’s driving me mad! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Phrasals (2016) 
Complete the following sentences by replacing the verbs in bold print with a phrasal verb from the box in the 
appropriate form (do not change the tense). Not all the phrasal verbs in the box are used. (10) 
 
 

to turn down, to wear out, to track down, to write off, to appeal to, to be fed up with, 

to pass away, to pay off, to play down, to see off, to rule out, to show off, to show 

around, to talk into, to bear with, to be through, to carry out, to come about, to 

dispose of, to dwell on, to get over, to figure out, to live up to 

 
1. He had put so much energy into the project but in the end it wasn’t successful / didn’t pay off. 

2. I know I’ve been talking for a long time. But please, be patient / bear with me for five more minutes! 

3. Look at all that garbage! We need to get rid of / dispose of it. 

4. You look very pensive! What are you thinking about / dwelling on? 

5. I messed up and now I’m sure he considers me a failure / has written me off! 

6. During the meeting she was very nervous but she tried not to show it too much / to play it down. 

7. They still couldn’t understand / figure out how the prisoners had been able to escape! 

8. We have looked at most of the evidence and at this point we can exclude / rule out murder. 

9. You have to wear this shirt until it isn’t good any more / is worn out. 

10. After he had studied all the documents he decided to reject / turn down the offer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phrasals (2015) 
Complete the following sentences by replacing the underlined verbs with a phrasal verb from the box in the 
appropriate form (do not change the tense). Not all the phrasal verbs in the box are to be used. 
 

break out – break down – be fed up with – bring about – bring up – call off – carry on – carry out –  
do away with – fall out with – fall over – keep up with – lay off – make up for – run out of –  

set off – set up – to take on – to turn down 

 
1. I sent her a present to try to compensate / make up for my appalling behaviour. 

2. My request for a pay rise was rejected / turned down. 

3. John left the company after starting an argument with / falling out with his partner. 

4. The hospital is completing / carrying out tests to find out what’s wrong with her. 

5. They dismissed / laid off twenty staff because tourist numbers were down. 

6. It’s hard to stay up to date / keep up with the latest improvements in technology. 

7. My car has stopped working / broken down, so I came by taxi. 

8. The crisis has caused / brought about a change in people’s spending habits. 

9. Computerization has enabled us to get rid of / do away with a lot of paperwork. 

10. He started his journey / set off from Paris last Sunday. 


